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Upon the whole, what fhall we fay? Shall we 
believe, that Mr. Winkler, relying too much upon 
the honefty and veracity of Mr. Pivati, and his pre¬ 
tended extraordinary difcoveries, fuffered his heated 
imagination to dictate his firft letter to Dr. Mortimer*, 
and that what he then fent, he rather hoped would 
prove true upon experiment, than what really was 
fo ? and that his fecond letter, in which there is fo 
remarkable a diminution of what was promifed in 
the firft, was the retreat of one, who was unwilling 
to be thought to have communicated to the Royal 
Society any thing, which would not upon trial come 
out as he had reprefented it ? But be that as it may * as 
fuccefs both here and abroad has been wanting to the 
endeavours of thofe, who have defired to repeat thefe 
experiments, I fhall determine nothing myfelf * but, 
from an undifguifed reprefentation of the fails, as 
they have appeared to me, I fhall leave every one 
to deduce his own conclufion concerning the reality 
of them. 


XXXV. An Account of the Bifljop of Lno- 
don’j Garden at Fulham; by Mr. William 
Watfon, F. R. S. 


To the Royal Society; 
Gentlemen, 


Read June 27. 
1 75 1 


I 


SOME time fince communicated to you 
an account of what remained of the fa¬ 
mous garden of John Tradefcant at South Lambeth, 

H h which 
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which you did me the honour to receive favourably r 
Upon the flrength of which I now lay before you the 
remains of that ftill more famous botanic garden at Fub 
ham, wherein Dr. Henry Compton, heretofore bifhop 
of London, planted a greater variety of curious exotic 
plants and trees, than had at that time been collected 
in any garden in England. 

This excellent prelate prefided over the fee of Lon¬ 
don from the year 1675" to 17135 during which 
time, by means of a large correfpondence with the 
principal botanifts of Europe and America, he in¬ 
troduced into England a great number of plants, 
but more efpecially trees, which had never been 
feen here before, and defcribcd by no author: and 
in the cultivation of thefe, as we are informed by 
the late mod: ingenious Mr. Ray *, he agreeably 
fpent fuch part of his time, as could mod: conve¬ 
niently be fpared from his other more arduous occu¬ 
pations. 

From this prelate’s goodnefs in permitting with 
freedom perfons curious in botany to viiit his garden, 
and fee therein what was to be found no-where 
elfej and from his zeal in propagating botanical know- 
lege, by readily communicating to others, as well 
foreigners as our own countrymen, fuch plants and 
feeds, as he was in polfeffion of, his name is men¬ 
tioned with the greateft encomiums by the botanical 
writers of his time 5 to wit, by Herman, Ray, Pluk- 
net, and others. 


* Hift. Plant. Tom. 11. p, 1798. 
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Mr. Ray *, in the fecond volume of his hiftory of 
plants, which was publifhed in the year 1688, gives 
us a catalogue of the rare and exotic trees and throbs, 
which he had juft before obferved in the biftiop-’s 
garden, which he at that time called hortus cultijji- 
mus, novifque et elegantioribus magno ftudio nee mi¬ 
nor e impenfa undique conquijitis ftirpibus refertijjimus. 

As this prelate’s length of life and continuance in 
the fee of London were remarkable, fo we find the 
botanifts, who wrote after Mr. Ray, moft frequently 
mentioning in their works the new accefiions of trea- 
fure to this garden; and of this you meet with a 
great variety of examples in the treatifes of Dr. Pluk- 
net, Herman, and Commelin, 

Botanical, much more even than other worldly 
affairs, are fubjeCt to great fluctuations; and this 
arifes not only from the natural decay of vegetables, 
and their being injured by the variety of feafons, but 
alfo from the genius and difpofition of the poffeffors 
of them. So here, upon the death of biftiop Comp¬ 
ton, all the green-houfe plants and more tender ex¬ 
otic trees were, as I am informed by Sir Hans Sloane, 
given to the anceftor of the prefent Earl Tylney at 
Wanftead, And as the fucceffors of this bithop in 
the fee of London were more diftinguiftied for their 
piety and learning, than for their zeal in the pro¬ 
motion of natural knowledge, the curiofities of this 
garden were not attended to, but left to the manage¬ 
ment of ignorant perfons; fo that many of the hardy 
exotic trees, however valuable, were removed, to 
make way for the more ordinary productions of the 
kitchen-garden. 

H h 2 I thought 


* Cap. xi. 
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I thought therefore, that the ftate of this garden, 
after the revolutions of much more than half a cen¬ 
tury lince what Mr. Ray wrote thereof, would be an 
acceptable prefent, not only to the Royal Society, 
but to fuch perfons likewife, as are curious in thefe 
matters. 

A Catalogue of the exotic Trees remaining in the 
Bifr. op of Londons Garden at Fulham, June 2 y, 
I75 1 - 


Abies foliis folitariis, apice acuminatis. Hort. Clif- 
fort, 449. 

Abies taxi folio, frudtu furfum fpedtante. Tourn. 58 y. 
The filver fir. 

Acer platano'ides. Munting. Hiftor. The Norway 
maple. 

Acer Virginianum, folio majore fubtus argenteo, fu- 
pra viridi fplendente. Plukn. Phyt. Tab. 2. Fig. 4. 
The Virginian flowering maple. 

Acer maximum, foliis trifidis vel quinquefidis, Vir¬ 
ginianum. Plukn. Phyt. Tab. 123. Fig. 4. The 
afh-maple, vulgo. 

Arbutus folio ferrato. C. B. P. 4 60. The ftraw- 
berry-tree. 

Benzoin. Boer. Ind. alt. II. 2 5 g. The Benjamin-tree. 
Cedrus Libani. Barrel, rar. Tab. 499. Cedar of 
Libanus. 

Celtis foliis ovato-lanceolatis ferratis. Hort. Cliff. 3 9. 
Lotus arbor. Caefalpin. 

Cupreffus ramos extra fe fpargens, quae mas Plinii. 
Tourn. f 87. The male cyprefs. 

Cupreffiis 
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Cuprefliis meta in ftftigium convoluta, quae fcemina 
Plinii. Toum 587. The female cypreft. 

Fraxinus florifera botryoides. Morrif. Prael. Bot. 

Fraxinus folio rotundiore. C. B. P. 416. The manna 
afli. 

Gleditlia. Gron. flor. Virgin. 193. 

Acacia Americana triacanthos, &c. Pluk. Man- 
tifti The honey-locuft. 

Guaiacana, Pifhamin Virginianum. Park. Hift. 918. 
The Virginian date plumb. 

Ilex oblongo ferrato folio. C. B. P. 424. The ever¬ 
green oak. 

Juniperus Virginiana. Herman. Hort. Lugd. 347, 
The Virginian cedar. 

Laburnum majus, vel Cytifus Alpinus latifolius flore 
racemofo pendulo. Tourn. 648. 

Larix folio deciduo conifera. j. B. Hift. I. 265. 
The larch-tree. 

Lilac laciniato folio. Tourn. 602. Cut-leaved jaf- 
mine, vulgo. 

Mefpilus prunifolia Virginiana non fpinofa, frudtu 
nigricante. Plukn. Phyt. Tab. 46. Fig. 2. 

Morifolia Virginienfis arbor, loti arboris inftar ramofa, 
foliis ampliffimis. Pluk. Phyt. Tab. 46. Fig. 2. 
Corylus maxima, folio latiflimo Virginiana. Raii 
Hift. 1799. 

Nux juglans Virginiana nigra. Herman. Hort. Lugd. 
Tab. 453. The black walnut-tree. 

Pavia. Boer. Ind. alt. II. 260, The red horfe-chefnut, 
vulgo. 

Pinus fativa. C. B. P. 491. The manured or ftone 
pine. 


Pinus 
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Pinus Americana, foliis praelongis fubinde ternis, co- 
nis plurimis confertim nafcentibus. The clufter- 
pine. Rand. Hort. Chelf. 156. 

Quercus alba Virginiana. Park, Theat. 1387. The 
white or Virginian iron oak. 

Rhus foliis pinnatis ferratis. Hort. Cliff, no. Vir¬ 
ginian fomach. 

Robinia aculeis geminatis. Hort. Cliff. 354.. Pfeudo- 
acacia filiquis glabris. Boer. Ind. II. 39 * 

Rufous anguftifolius frudu fummis ramulis innafcente. 
Tourn. 7$. 

Laurus Alexandria frudu e fummitate caulium 
prodeunte. Herm, Hort. Lugd. 681. 
Siliquaftrum. Tourn. 647. Cercis foliis cordato-orbi- 
culatis glabris. Hort. Cliff. 156. Arbor Judas 
vulgo. 

Suber latifolium.perpetuo virens, C. B. P, 424. The 
cork-tree. 

Terebinthus Indica Theophrafti. 

Piftachia foliis impar-ipinnatis, foliolis ovato-lanceo- 
latis. Hort. Cliff. 476. The piftachia-tree. 

Thefe juft now recited are the remains of that 
once famous garden ; among which are fome, that 
notwithftanding the prefent great improvements in 
gardening, are fcarce to be found elfewhere. From 
the length of time they have flood, feveral of the 
trees are by much the largeft of their kind I ever 
have feen, and are probably the largeft in Europe. 
This account of them therefore is not merely a mat¬ 
ter of curiofity; but we learn from it, that many 
of thefe trees, though produced naturally in climates 
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and latitudes very different from our own, have 
grown to a very great magnitude with us, and haye 
endured our rude winters, fome of them, for atmoffc 
a century: and that they in proper foils and fitua- 
tions may be propagated for advantage, as well as for 
beauty. For the exemplification of this I would re¬ 
commend to the curious obferver the black Virginian 
walnut-tree, the clufter-pine, the honey-locuft, the 
pfeudo-acacia, the aih-maple, now remaining at 
Fulham. 

I cannot conclude this paper, without teftifying in 
this public manner my obligations to § the prefent 
bifhop of London, who has with fo eminent a degree 
of reputation filled thofe high ftations, to which he 
has been called, not only for his repeated civilities to 
myfelf, but likewife for his aflurances to me, that 
no care fhall be wanting for the prefervation of the 
very curious particulars mention’d in this catalogue. 

I have the honour to be with the raoft profound 
refpedt, 

Gentlemen, 

London, June 27, Your mod: obedient fervant, 

W. Watfon. 


§ Dr. Thomas Sherlock, 
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